Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 027524 
ORIGIN STR-07 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-10 10-13 ISO-OO STRE-00 AGRE-00 
CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 FRB-03 H-01 
INR-07 INT-05 L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 
CTME-00 AID-05 SS-15 ITC-01 TRSE-00 USIA-06 
PRS-01 SP-02 SOE-02 OMB-01 DOE-11 /125 R 

DRAFTED BY STR/DABELSON/MFD 
APPROVED BY STR/WB KELLY, JR. 

USDA/JBENSON 
DOC/RSUPPE-BLANEY 
DOD/JDARLING 
LABOR/FT. A V ALT ,F,F, 

TREAS/WBARREDA 

EB/ITP/OT/TA/TO’HERRON 

130974 020636Z/17 

P R 020138Z PEB 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USMISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 027524 
USMTN, USEEC, PASS AMB WOLFF 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, MTN 

SUBJECT: EC PROPOSAL ON LEVELS OF OBLIGATION IN MTN DRAFT 
STANDARDS CODE 

REF: (A) GENEVA 12609 (B) STATE 31 1067 
(C) GENEVA 00122 (D) GENEVA 01399 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 027524 


1 . WE ARE NOW PREPARING U.S. POSITION FOR NEXT STANDARDS 
SUBGROUP MEETING, INCLUDING EC PROPOSAL ON LEVELS OF OB- 
LIGATION (REF. A). IN THIS CONNECTION MTN DEL SHOULD 
URGE EC TO PRESENT IDEAS ON DISPUTE SETTLEMENT IN STAND- 
ARDS CODE AT THIS MEETING, AS SUGGESTED IN JANUARY 5 BI- 
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LATERAL MEETING (REF C). 

2. EC DEL SHOULD BE TOLD AGAIN THAT U.S. CANNOT TAKE A 
POSITION ON EC PROPOSAL ON LEVELS OF OBLIGATION UNLESS WE 
KNOW WHAT DISPUTE SETTLEMENT MECHANISM WOULD BE INVOLVED 
(REF B). FURTHERMORE, U.S. CONSIDERS DISPUTE SETTLEMENT 

TO BE ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES IN THE CODE NEGO- 
TIATIONS AND BELIEVES THAT TIME IS RIGHT TO BEGIN SERIOUS 
DISCUSSION OF THIS ISSUE. 

3. PLEASE REPORT RESULTS OF YOUR DISCUSSION WITH EC AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

4. ON DOMESTIC FRONT WE ARE ACTIVELY PURSUING 

IMPLEMENTATION ISSUES. TWO COMPANION STUDIES TO REPORT OF 
AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARDS INSTITUTE SHOULD BE COMPLETED 
BY EARLY SPRING. IN ADDITION, CONSULTATIONS WITH CONGRESS 
ON THE CODE AND IMPLEMENTING LEGISLATION IS TO BEGIN 
SHORTLY SO THAT MANDATORY DEADLINE OF NOTIFYING CONGRESS 
BY APRIL 1 (FOR JULY SIGNING OF CODE) CAN BE MET. WE WILL 
KEEP YOU INFORMED OF PROGRESS IN THESE CONSULTATIONS. VANCE 
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